
 

WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY, JULY 30, 2023 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Union, Missouri 

 

 

17th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 One:  Come, people of God, to give thanks and sing! 

 All:  We come in remembrance of all that God has done for us. 

 One:  All around us the world shouts God's praises! 

 All:  Let us join in the song of thanksgiving to God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN   “This Is My Father’s World”   GtG 370 

 

1.  This is my Father's world, 

    and to my listening ears 

    all nature sings, and round me rings 

    the music of the spheres.  

    This is my Father's world; 

    I rest me in the thought  

    of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 

    his hand the wonders wrought. 

 

2.  This is my Father's world. 

    O, let me ne'er forget  

    that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

    God is the ruler yet. 

    This is my Father's world. 

    The battle is not done: 

    Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 

    and earth and heaven be one. 
 

Words: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901 

Music: Franklin L. Sheppard, 1915; harm. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1926, alt. 
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

We confess, O God, that our lives are a mixture of weeds and good seeds.  

The weeds choke us and limit our will to respond.  The good seeds we admire and 

want to nourish.  Yet we have allowed weeds to grow in our lives.  Our focus has 



drifted from the harvest you intend to the fears and greed that hold us hostage.  

Save us from our futile striving after our own advantage.  Forgive our misplaced 

allegiance when we settle for weeds.  Reshape our will to conform with your 

intentions for us, that we may grow in likeness to Jesus Christ, in whose name we 

make our prayer.  Amen. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 One:  God does love us.  We know this for certain because of Jesus Christ. 

 All:  In Christ, God seeks the lost and forgives the sinner and loves the 

world. 

 One:  So let us hear and believe this wonderful, good news. 

 All:  That in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  In Jesus Christ we are loved.  

Alleluia!  Amen! 

 

THE PEACE 

 One:  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All:  And also with you.  

(From your seat, a brief sign of peace may be shared: a wave of the hand, a nod 

of the head, etc.) 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE READING   Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SERMON            “Be the Wheat”            by Pastor Bill Vincent 

    (this is not a cereal commercial) 

 

*HYMN   “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”   GtG 435 

 

1.  There's a wideness in God's mercy, 

    like the wideness of the sea. 

    There's a kindness in God's justice, 

    which is more than liberty. 

    There is no place where earth's sorrows 

    are more felt than up in heaven. 

    There is no place where earth's failings 

    have such kindly judgment given. 

 

2.  For the love of God is broader 

    than the measures of the mind. 

    And the heart of the Eternal 



    is most wonderfully kind. 

    If our love were but more faithful, 

    we would gladly trust God's Word, 

    and our lives reflect thanksgiving 

    for the goodness of our Lord. 
 

Words: Frederick William Faber, 1854, alt. 

Music: Dutch melody; arr. Julius Rontgen, ca. 1906 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

We trust in God, 

              whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 

      In sovereign love God created the world good 

              and makes everyone equally in God's image, 

                      male and female, of every race and people, 

              to live as one community. 

      But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 

              Ignoring God's commandments, 

              we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 

              accept lies as truth, 

              exploit neighbor and nature, 

              and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 

              We deserve God's condemnation. 

      Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 

              In everlasting love, 

                      the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 

                              to bless all families of the earth. 

              Hearing their cry, 

                      God delivered the children of Israel 

                              from the house of bondage. 

              Loving us still, 

                      God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 

              Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 

              like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 

                      God is faithful still. 
 

(from A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Book of Confessions) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 One:  Lord, in your mercy... 

 All:  ...hear our prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    (Contemporary) 

 Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 



  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 

  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 

  and the glory are yours 

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 Invitation  

 

 Reflection 

 

 *Unison Prayer of Dedication  

 God of grace and embrace, we thank you for your mercy toward us, 

your provision for us, your guidance of us.  In gratitude we offer what we 

carry in our hearts and our pockets.  Receive also the offering of ourselves; 

and use all that we have and all that we are to share your good news and 

embody your grace, all to your glory.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

 

*CLOSING HYMN   “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”   GtG 546 

 

1.  Lord, dismiss us with your blessing; 

    fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

    let us each, your love possessing, 

    triumph in redeeming grace. 

    O refresh us, 

    O refresh us, 

    traveling through this wilderness. 

 

2.  Thanks we give and adoration 

    for your gospel's joyful sound; 

    may the fruits of your salvation 

    in our hearts and lives abound. 

    Ever faithful, 

    ever faithful 

    to your truth may we be found. 

 

3.  Savior, when your love shall call us, 



    from our struggling pilgrim way, 

    let no fear of death appall us, 

    glad your summons to obey. 

    May we ever,  

    may we ever 

    reign with you in endless day. 
 

Words: Attr. John Fawcett, 1773, alt.; stanza 3, alt. Geoffrey Thring, 1880, alt. 

Music: Sicilian melody, 18th cent. 
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*CHARGE AND BLESSING  

 One:   ...And let the gathered people of God say... 

 All:  ...Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

The Prayer of Confession is used by permission from When We Gather Year A by James G. Kirk.  

Copyright 1983 The Geneva Press. 

 

The Prayer of Confession is reprinted by permission of United Church Press from Taught by Love by 

Lavon Bayler.  Copyright 1998 by United Church Press. 

 

The Prayer for Illumination and Prayers of the People (adapted) are written by Teri McDowell Ott and 

used by permission.  © Presbyterian Outlook, 2023. 

 

The Prayers of the People (adapted) and Prayer of Dedication are used by permission of Westminster 

John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 

 


